
Corned Beef y
Cabbage Dinner

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER

St. Mary’s Parish Center
300 W. ST. MARY’S ST. MINOOKA, IL. 

SERVING        NOON - 6:00PM

SUNDAY, MARCH 5, 2023

v

QUILTERS’ RAFFLE 
 $1 per ticket 6 for $5
“St. Mary’s 

Shower of Stars”

Beer Sponsored by:         

Special Thank You To: 

ENTERTAINMENT LINE-UP

Hatfield Sisters           12:30pm -3:00pm
w/ Gavin Coyle & Max Dunne

Keigher Academy of  Irish Dance    3pm - 4pm (In parish hall)

St. James Gate - Irish Rock Band     3:30pm - 6:30pm   

Live music tent on
St. Mary's St.

Beer, Wine & Bottled Water 
Available for Donation.
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The Village Administrator 
Dan Duffy, Village Administrator

Welcome to
NewsletterYour

Welcome to Minooka!
New Business Spotlight

Gina Doyle of COUNTRY Financial 
has moved to a new location at 

633 W Mondamin Street in Minooka! 

Gina is an insurance agent and financial advisor. As an 
insurance agent she is prepared to protect WHAT and 
WHO you love by offering all types of insurance products 
from Auto, Home, Life, Business, and Farm. Gina has 40+ 
years of insurance experience and 
enjoys getting to know you and your 
unique needs. She will answer your 
questions minus the insurance jargon 
and will be happy to meet you in 
person or by phone.

She and her assistant Pam Bonde 
provide excellent customer service 
and welcome walk-in quotes. You 
may also schedule an appointment 
on-line at Countryfinancial.com or 
call her office at 815-521-9150.
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Registration for the 2023-2024 School Year
Minooka CCSD 201 is excited to announce that 
registration for the 2023-2024 school year will 

begin on April 10th.
Save $30 per student if you submit registration by 

May 15th for grades K-8. 
Medical documentation (physicals, dental exams) 

is not required by May 15th.

YARD 
WASTE

Curbside pickup 
begins on

April 3rd, 2023

SAVE THE DATE!
Community Leaders Breakfast
Hosted by: Dr. Robert Schiffbauer, Superintendent

MCHS - South Campus
Monday, April 3, 2023 • 7:30AM

For more info, visit
www.mchs.net

Park Pavilion
RESERVATIONS

Lions Park & Summit Park
Reservations Begin:

RESIDENTS
March 1, 2023 • 8AM

$50 Damage Deposit

NON-RESIDENTS
April 3, 2023 • 8AM
$100 Damage Deposit

Call (815) 467-2151 
ext. 2201 to Reserve

For more information, visit minooka.com

Attention 
all Parents 
and Tots 

Ages 2 years - 5 years
Come on over to the community 
room for some play time fun with 
open gym play, crafts and snacks, 

this is a FREE family class

Monday March 13th 
10:30 am to 12:30pm

If you have any questions please contact 
Dawn Niner at 815-467-2151 EXT. 3185 or 

e-mail at dawn.niner@minooka.com

SATURDAY, APRIL 15
9AM-1PM

SHABBONA MIDDLE
SCHOOL

725 SCHOOL ST.
MORRIS, IL 60450

FAMILIES WILL ENJOY
ENTERTAINMENT SUCH AS

GIVEAWAYS, GAMES, VENDOR EXPO,
RAFFLES, BOUNCE HOUSES, FACE

PAINTING, BALLOON ART, TOUCH-A-
TRUCK& MORE! 

FAMILY FESTFAMILY FEST
20232023

FREE FAMILY
ENTERTAINMENT 
 INCLUDING DAVE

DINASO'S TRAVELING
WORLD OF REPTILES!

PRESENTED BY::

If you have any questions or need 
additional information, please contact 

Amanda Hiller, Events & Marketing 
Director at (815) 942-0113 or 

amanda@grundychamber.com
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mINOOKAmINOOKA
CampCamp

Join us for fun filled themed weeks, new
entertainment, special guests, along with

some of your favorite activities from camps
past, and so much more!!

Dawn.Niner@minooka.com
For More information, contact us :

Residents:  10:00 am – 12:00 pm at the Village Hall on Saturday, April 22nd

Non-Residents:  10:00 am – 12:00 pm at the Village Hall on Saturday, April 29th

**Anyone who signs up after May 12th will pay a $25 late fee per child**

7 WEEKS

$180
Optional Field Trips Available  

Registration

Camp Dates: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 
June 13th – July 27th, 2023 Camp Hours: 9:00 a.m. to Noon

 on days listed above Registration Fee: $180.00 
Maximum Enrollment 200 Campers

 

June 13th to July 27th

All campers will receive a t-shirt. 
Field Trips are optional and are not included in the price of the camp registration.

 

Calling All Boys & Girls Ages 5-12!
 

Baseball fields now open for booking! 
Includes Minooka’s Aux Sable Park

For information and reservations, please 
contact our event coordinator Dawn Niner at 

815.467.2151 ext. 3185 or email at dawn.niner@minooka.com.

Volunteers Needed for Meals on Wheels 
(Community Nutrition Network and Senior Services Association) 

Help serve and deliver nutritious meals to adults age 60 and above who are in need in our 
community. No special training is needed, just a willingness to help. For more information or 

to sign up, please call Linda Reiter at 312-207-5290 or email lreiter@cnnssa.org.
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Library Road Trip
March 25-April 30, 2023
Where can your library card take you? Make time this spring for a Library 
Road Trip! Plan visits to the participating libraries to see the sites and their 
unique offerings. Collect fun souvenirs and stamps on your library passport 
along the way for entry into gift basket raffles. Mark your calendars for 
March 25 when the Library Road Trip begins and watch for more details 
coming soon!

National Library Week: “There’s More to the Story”: All Ages
April 23 - 29, 2023
Check out what’s going on at the library during National Library 
Week! There’s lots of fun for all ages, including: 

*These programs require registration. Visit our website for full details coming soon. 

Special Events:

Adult Programs:
Three Rivers Book Club: Adults
Wednesdays, March 1 & April 5, 7-8:30pm at Arrowhead Community 
Center, 24856 W Eames St, Channahon
Join us for lively discussions of adult contemporary literature! New members 
are always welcome. Copies of the current selection are available for checkout 
at both libraries in advance of the meeting. March: Our Missing Hearts by 
Celeste Ng, April: Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt. No 
registration is required for this inperson club. 

The Journey of Mollie’s War– WACs & WWII: Adults
Monday, March 6, 6-7pm at Minooka Branch
Cyndee Schaffer discusses women in the military during WWII through the 
lens of her mother’s experience in the Women’s Army Corps (WAC). Using 
excerpts from Mollie’s letters, Cyndee provides a romantic, yet frightful 
glimpse into the life of a woman in uniform during a crucial time in history. 
Registration is required for this in-person program.

Mahjong Club: Adults
Sundays, March 12 & April 16, 1:30-4:30pm at Minooka Branch
Beginners and experienced players are invited to play this skill-based tile 
game as we meet monthly to learn and play together. If you have your own 
tiles, please bring them. Registration is required for this in-person program.

Professor Moptop Presents The Beatles’ “Yellow Submarine”: Adults
Monday, March 20, 6-7:30pm at Minooka Branch
Using rare photos, audio, and video, the Professor will discuss the popular 
Beatles song, Yellow Submarine, as well as the film, and the long-lasting 
legacy of the song.  Registration is required for this in-person program. 

Historical Views- Minooka & Channahon: Adults
Thursday, March 23, 6-7pm at Village of Minooka 
Community Room, 121 McEvilly Rd.
Whether you are a long-time resident or a newcomer to the area, you’ll 
enjoy this trip through our area’s history. Three Rivers Library’s Local 
Historian, Michele Houchens, will bring our community’s past to life with 
photos and stories. Registration is required for this in-person program. 

Danny Trejo talks Tacos, Hollywood, and Redemption
Tuesday, April 4, 7-8pm via Zoom
Illinois Libraries Present welcomes actor/author/restaurateur Danny 
Trejo, who has developed a prolific career in the entertainment industry 
with a hard-earned and atypical road to success. Registration is required 
for this live virtual program. 

Keep This, Toss That
Tuesday, April 11, 6:30-7:30pm via Zoom
Join Organizing Humorist and bestselling author Jamie Novak as she 
shares her laughout-loud funny approach for what to do with all the 
stuff – without getting overwhelmed. Registration is required for this live 
virtual program.

Preserving Family Heirlooms
Thursday, April 13, 6-7:30pm at Minooka Branch
Learn to preserve your valuable family documents, photos, fabrics, 
and glass for future generations through proper storage and simple 
preservation techniques. Test-drive products and hear preservation dos 
and don’ts for historic and modern scrap-books. Registration is required 
for this in-person program. 

Illinois Libraries Present- Secrets of the Puzzle Master
Tuesday, April 25, 7-8pm via Zoom
What’s an enigmatologist? It’s Will Shortz, the world’s only academically 
accredited puzzle master. We can’t wait to share more about this event 
which will include a special, interactive surprise for our patrons and 
attendees. Registration is required for this live virtual program.

Pints & Pages Book Club
Wednesday, April 26, 7-8:30pm at Iron & Glass, 104 Ridge Road, 
Minooka 
Join us for our newest book club in partnership with Iron & Glass! Enjoy 
a pint while you discuss our latest read. April: Born a Crime by Trevor 
Noah.  No registration is required for this in-person program.

March / April at Three Rivers Library 
Visit the library’s events calendar at trpld.org/events to view the full range of 
events and to register for library programs. The library will be closed on 4/9 
in observance of the Easter holiday. March programs are currently open for 
registration. April program registration opens Monday, March 20 at 10am. 

Guess the Number of Books Contest
Book Tasting
Stem Storytime*
Playdoh Play Station

Design Your Own Bookmark
Stuffed Animal Sleepover*
Food Drive
Escape Rooms*

Read with Fin: All Ages
Saturdays, March 4 & April 1, 10:15-11:15am at Minooka Branch
Sign up for a 15 minute session to read to Fin, a sweet and friendly 
Golden Retriever therapy dog! Fin loves to hear you read, no matter 
how old you are. Children 0-3 years  must be accompanied by an 
adult. Registration is required to reserve a 15 minute, in-person 
session with Fin.

Dr Seuss’ Birthday Party: All Ages
Sunday, March 5, 2-4pm at Minooka Branch
Celebrate the author of your favorite nonsensical Seussical stories as 
you play games, dress up, and make crafts related to the wonderful 
books of Dr Seuss. No registration is required for this drop-in, in-
person program. 

Stay n Play: 0-4 years w/Adult
Mondays, March 6-April 24, 10am-12pm at Minooka Branch
Drop-in for open playtime in our meeting room! No registration is required 
for this drop-in, in-person program. 

Pi Day!: 7 Years+
Tuesday, March 14, All day at both locations
Drop in on this special day to celebrate the mathiest day of the year! We’ll 
have awesome activities at both library locations to honor the irrational 
number that makes the world go round. No registration is required for this 
drop-in, in-person program. 

The Craft: 12-17 Years
Fridays, March 17 & April 21, 4:30-5:30pm at Channahon Library
Get your craft on at this new art club for teens! Each month, we’ll provide the 
supplies for you to create a new one-of-a-kind masterpiece. Registration is 
required for this in-person program. 

Family and Youth Programs:
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PUBLIC WORKS

MINOOKA FIRE DEPARTMENT

GRUNDY COUNTY LAND USE

USING MULCH AROUND YOUR TREES THIS SPRING?
Mulching is important to a tree’s health. Make sure you are mulching your 
trees the right way.
• Mulch out, not up! No deeper than the heel of your hand, generally 2-4 inches.
• Back off from the trunk! Keep all mulch away from the trunk of the tree, allowing the root 
   flare to show just above ground level.
• Mulch to the tree’s drip line, if possible!      • Keep the trunk dry and the roots moist!

REMINDER TO RESIDENTS – You should have received a Cross 
Connection Control Survey in the mail with your utility bill, like “the one 
pictured to the right. The Illinois Environmental Agency requires every water 
supply provider to develop and implement a backflow prevention control 
program. The program mandates surveying all water customers to identify 
and eliminate connections that could allow contaminants to flow back into 
the drinking water from sources as fire protection sprinkler systems, boilers, 
lawn sprinklers and swimming pools. If you have not already done so, 
please be sure to return your completed form to Village Hall. If you prefer to 
complete the form electronically, you can do so by using the following link: 
https://minooka.com/departments/public-works/

FIRST AID/CPR/AED CLASS APRIL 1, 2023 • 8 AM • MINOOKA
Deadline to sign up: March 27 by 4:00pm

This course is intended for the lay rescuer who needs a credential (a card) documenting successful 
completion of a 1st Aid and CPR course which is often required in the workplace, i.e. schools, 

coaches, fitness center staff, day care staff, and babysitters.  This class includes CPR and AED.

For more information about the class or to register online, visit our website: https://www.minookafire.com/cpr/
Multiple classes throughout the year are available, see website for more dates.

In March the Grundy 
County Land Use 

Department will begin 
accepting Trashformation 

sculptures from library 
students in Grundy 

County. Submissions will 
be judged at the March 

22nd Land Use meeting.

Electronic Waste Recycling 
AND Shredding Event 

Saturday, April 15, 2023 • 8AM-Noon 
Parking lot North of Grundy County Animal Control 

310 East DuPont Road, Morris, IL 60450 

Along with UpCycle Products of 
Morris, the Grundy County Land Use 
Department will have a rain barrel 
design competition for families. 
Each rain barrel should portray 

something important to that family 
in conservation. The Land Use 

Committee will judge submissions 
at the end of April.

March 25th is Earth Hour 
sponsored by the World Wildlife 

Fund. For one hour, from 
8:30 PM to 9:30 PM, we ask 
that Grundy County residents 
participate by not using their 

lights or unnecessary electrical equipment. For 
more information and fun ideas for the family, 

please visit earthhour.org.

EARTH
HOUR

TM

Join the Biggest Hour for Earth

earthhour.org

8.30pm 25th March 
Switch off. Give an hour for Earth.

EARTH
HOUR

TM

EARTH
HOUR

TM

Join the Biggest Hour for Earth

earthhour.org

8.30pm 25th March 
Switch off. Give an hour for Earth.

EARTH
HOUR

TM

TVs Charged (cash or check)
$25/All TVs EXCEPT Projection

$50 Projection TVs
All other electronics are free to recycle:

Monitors
Phones

PDA/MP3
Electronic Cables

Electronics
Computer Equipment

Laptops
Printers

Computer Towers
Printers/Fax/Scanners

Microwaves
NO WHITE GOODS

ALL SHREDDING
2 Box Limit  •  No Plastics or Metals



  
  

  
  

NEWS FROM WITHIN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Carlos Garcia, Chaplain
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March 17th Don’t test your 
luck this St. Patrick’s Day

April: National Distracted 
Driving Awareness Month

This celebratory day is one of the 
biggest drinking occasions of the 
year and, unfortunately, means more drunk drivers on the 
roads. Falling on a Friday, we can expect a fairly dangerous 
weekend for drivers and passengers alike. If you plan to 
drink, make sure you refrain from driving and make a plan 
to get home safely.

April is National Distracted Driving 
Awareness Month. According to a 
phone company survey, almost 100% 
of teens agree that texting and driving 
is dangerous, but half admitted to 
doing it anyway. It may take only a 
matter of seconds to glance at your phone, but, if you are 
driving at 60 miles an hour, your eyes were blind to the 
road while you drove the length of a football field. Please 
don’t text and drive.

Why We All Need Winter
I am writing this on Feb. 3rd and the temperature is going up to a balmy 10 degrees today. Winter! 
Now, I ask you: is there a better reason to whine? A better reason to complain, than winter? I can give 
myself to complaining about the cold temperatures, icy roads, and all those endless cloudy days that 
make up a typical winter in this part of the world. The truth is, I need winter. And so do you.

I love the seasons because they are such a helpful way of understanding the seasons of life. In my life, winters have 
been seasons where I have experienced the coldness of loss or disorientation from various difficult circumstances. 
Winters have been seasons where personal growth - spiritually, intellectually, or in any other number of areas - seems 
to just stop. It can feel like a kind of death and surrender of momentum and purpose.

But each time I patiently go through those winters, I have found that the season gave way to spring. Suddenly, the 
dark, short days of struggle became longer days of light. Where I was seemingly standing still, there began to be 
growth and movement. In short, life returned. And each time, I realized that the winter I went through was necessary. 
Something in my pride had to be broken. Some flaw in my character needed to die. I realized that I needed that 
experience of winter. And so do you.

Do you feel like you are in winter in your heart? Your marriage? Your career? Your relationships? When we are, 
determine to stay there, to not complain, to patiently learn, and to willingly surrender the dark attitudes and practices 
that we all can struggle with. The season of spring - of growth and life - always comes after the season of winter in 
our lives. If we fight the winter, we just won’t flourish and thrive as we should in the spring. A wise king once wrote, 
“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens.” - Ecclesiastes 3:1. Whatever season 
we are in, lets encourage one another while we are in it, and welcome the change and growth we need.

If you want to talk about this, or anything else on your mind, I would be glad to take you out for a cup of coffee. 
carlosgarcia@missionbible.church

Chaplain’s Corner

March 2nd World Teen Mental 
Wellness Day

World Teen Mental Wellness Day is observed 
across the globe on March 2 every year. It is 
a day that aims to raise awareness about the 
mental health issues that teenagers deal with. 
This Day is about making efforts to educate 
everyone and destigmatize something that is 
becoming increasingly common.



  
  

  
  

LOCAL CHURCHESNEWS FROM
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THE VILLAGE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sundays at The Village Christian Church 
You’re welcome to join us for In-Person church at 8965 South Bell 
Road in Minooka. Service times are at 9:00 and 10:30 am.
Kid Village Classes will be open for both services, infant-grade 3. 

Pulse 45 (grades 4-5) meets during Sunday morning services.

Pulse Jr. (grades 6-8) meets during Sunday morning services.

MINOOKA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Worship *We have moved! Join us at our 
temporary location at 24751 W. Eames St., 
Channahon, IL 60410

Saturday in-person at 3 PM (Moves to 5PM 
on 3/4.)

Sunday in-person & online at 11:30 AM 
(Please note worship will be at held at 9AM 
on 3/5 & 4/2.)

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Our Sunday School has merged with 
Channahon UMC’s. Children meet at 10:30 AM 
in the education wing room 140.

SERMONS
March Sermon Series - “Anxious for Nothing” 
(by Max Lucado)

SENIOR LUNCHEON “Forever Young”
On the third Wednesday of the month, we will 
hold a free luncheon at St. Mary’s Minooka for 
ages 55 and better! Join us on March 15th and 
April 19th at 11:30 AM. Make a reservation by 
calling 815-467-2322.

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY
All are welcome to join us for our 5-week Bible study based on “Anxious for Nothing: 
Finding Calm in a Chaotic World” by Max Lucado. Stop letting anxiety rule the day. 
Join Max on the journey to true freedom and experience more joy, clarity, physical 
renewal, and contentment by the power of the Holy Spirit. In person and Zoom 
sessions will be offered beginning February 25th. Contact the office or visit our 

website for details. ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
February 22nd 10 AM with fellowship to follow and at 7 PM.

COMMUNITY EASTER EGG HUNT
Saturday, April 8th at 10 AM on the Channahon UMC church lawn
This event is free to the community and is sure to be an eggcellent time! 
All are welcome to attend.

PALM SUNDAY SERVICES
April 1st – Saturday service at 5 PM
April 2nd – Sunday service at 9 AM (In-person & online)

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE
April 6th - Soup and salad will be served at 6 PM. Worship service and drama at 7PM.

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICES
April 7th at 10 am – Ecumenical Cross Walk at Channahon UMC
April 7th at 7 PM – Good Friday Service

EASTER SERVICES
April 8th - Saturday service at 5 PM 
April 9th - Sunday service at 11:30 AM (In person & online)

minookaumc.com Minooka United Methodist Church 205 W. Church Street, Minooka, IL 60447

MISSION BIBLE CHURCH
We are excited to invite you to Mission Bible Church where 
we believe in being Real with God, Real with Each Other 
and Real in the World.

Mission Minooka  
Saturday 5:00pm  •  Sunday 9:00/10:30am •  412 N. Wabena in Minooka 
Mission Morris (meeting at Saratoga School)  
Sunday 9:30am • 4040 N. Division St, Morris - Door #16 

Good Friday Experience
Minooka Campus • 412 N. Wabena • 4:00-6:00pm

This event is an interactive experience offered to anyone in the 
community! This is an open house style event that will offer those who 
come an opportunity to pray, take part in communion and worship 
Jesus for all he accomplished on Good Friday. 

Easter Weekend
Minooka Campus • 412 N. Wabena
Saturday, April 8th 3:00pm and 5:00pm
Sunday, April 9th 9:00am and 10:30am

You and your family are invited to join us at our Easter gatherings as 
we worship together! 

missionbible.church Mission Bible ChurchMission Bible Church 412 N Wabena Ave, Minooka, IL 60447

Starting February 24th Stations of the Cross at 3:00pm each Friday 
March 18th – Euchre Night, begins at 6:00pm – in the Parish Center
March 25th - Blood Drive 8:00am – Noon at St. Mary’s Parish Center
March 26th – French Toast Breakfast 8 – 11am All are Welcome

April 8th – Easter Vigil 7:00pm
April 9th – Easter Sunday Masses: 7:30am, 9:00am and 11:00am
April 30th – CCW Spring Tea 
                      Call the Rectory at 815 467-2233 to pre-register

ST. MARY’S PARISH
Weekly Mass
Saturdays: 5:00 PM  •  Sundays: 7:30am, 9:00am and 11:00am

stmarysminooka.com St. Mary’s Minooka

303 W. St Mary’s Street, Po Box 456, Minooka IL 60447

StMarysMinooka

Online Services 
Live service online at 9:00 or 10:30 am on Sundays 3 different ways:
• The Live Service Website live.thevillagechristianchurch.com/ 
• YouTube Channel youtube.com/c/TheVillageChristianChurch
• The Village Christian Church Facebook page.

Helping The Community-Mobile Food Pantries
The Village Christian Church wants to be an exceedingly generous church 
giving BIG to help people in need. On Monday, March 27 at 5 pm The 
Northern Illinois Food Bank will be distributing about 10,000 pounds of food 
at The Village Christian Church, 8965 South Bell Road in Minooka.

Distribution usually lasts about an hour and is first come, first served. 
Families will receive about a week’s worth of food: dairy, bread, fruit and 
vegetables. There will be no proof of income, registration or I.D. required.

*Future Minooka Mobile Food Pantry Dates: 5/22 and 6/26 For more 
information check out: www.thevillagechristianchurch.com

You’re Invited to Easter at The Village Christian Church
Spring is coming and we are looking forward to it! Bring your 
family to Easter Services at The Village Christian Church, 8965 
South Bell Road in Minooka.

In-person services will be Sunday, April 9 at 9am and 10:30 am. 
If you’re not able to meet in person, you can view Live online for 
both services or at your convenience.

8965 South Bell Road, Minooka Illinois 60447The Village Christian ChurchTheVillageChristianChurchthevillagechristianchurch.com
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The Village of Minooka encourages all residents to visit and participate 
in the Village Board and Committee meetings. Regular meetings of 
the Village Board are held the 4th Tuesday of each month. They are 
scheduled to begin at 6:30 p.m. at the Village Hall. Committee of the 
Whole meetings also take place at the Village Hall on the Wednesday 
before the Village Board Meeting. To verify a meeting date, please call 
the Village Hall at (815) 467-2151.

VILLAGE  INFORMATION

Village President
 Ric Offerman  (815) 258-5270

Village Trustees 
 Terry Houchens (815) 467-4605
 Dennis Martin (815) 693-6596
  Dick Parrish (815) 531-5337

  Barry Thompson (815) 353-9188
 Gabriela Martinez (815) 216-7000
 Robin White (815) 671-6008

Village Administrator
 Dan Duffy  (815) 467-2151

Speak out! Suggestions! Volunteer!
Communicate with Minooka elected officials and administrators. Your advice, 
suggestions, volunteering, questions and opinions are appreciated and will 
receive a response. Please complete this form, detach, and return to: Village 
Administrator, Village of Minooka, 121 E. McEvilly, Minooka, IL 60447.

Name:  ___________________________________________________________  

Phone: ___________________________________________________________

Comment:  ________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________


