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Welcome to 
Your Newsletter

NEW PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE 
PLACED OVER DUPAGE RIVER, 
LINKING COMMUNITIES
Locals have a major new milestone to 
celebrate this week. On August 18, 2026, 
crews officially set a brand-new pedestrian 
bridge into place over the DuPage River, 
marking a massive leap forward for a multi-
year project to connect the neighboring 
communities of Channahon and Minooka.

The structural installation along McEvilly 
Road is the crowning jewel of a joint multi-use 
path initiative spearheaded by both villages. 
Positioned near the local boat launch, the span 
is designed to bridge the final gap between the 
two communities’ independent trail systems, 
creating a seamless, safe pipeline for walkers, 
runners, and cyclists.

Beyond simply linking the two towns, the new infrastructure 
unlocks broader regional access. Trail users will soon be able 
to transition smoothly from local municipal paths directly onto 
the historic, expansive I&M Canal State Trail network. By 
eliminating the need to navigate busy vehicular roadways, local 
officials note the bridge fulfills a long-held vision for safer, 
healthier, and more interconnected regional recreation.
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MINOOKA SCHOOLSUpcoming Dates to Know

Upcoming Dates to Know
September 9 - Lunch & Craft for Adults 60+
Join Meals on Wheels for Northern Illinois and Catholic 
Charities at Clayton’s Tap in Morris at 10:00 AM for 
lunch and an arts & crafts project. Call 331-701-6505 
for more information.

September 14 - Bark in the Park
Join us from 5:00–7:00 PM at Veteran’s Dog Park, 
Wabena & Wapella, for local vendors, demonstrations, 
pup cups and more. Please ensure all dogs are 
leashed and current on required vaccinations. Any 
questions, contact maddie.collins@minooka.com 
815-467-2151

September 26 - Grundy County Health 
Department at Corn Fest
Visit the Grundy County Health Department at the 
Grundy County Corn Fest, 404 Liberty Street in Morris.

October 10 - Haunted Trail Ride, Bonfire & Movie Party
Join the Village at 6:30 PM at Aux Sable Springs Park 
for a haunted pumpkin ride, haunted hayride, food, 
marshmallows, campfire and a showing of Hocus Pocus.
Business are welcome to apply to participate as “scare 
actors”. contact maddie.collins@minooka.com 815-467-
2151 if you are interested.

October 24 - Village of Minooka Halloween Parade
The 17th Annual Halloween Parade begins at 12:00 PM 
at Minooka Elementary School, Wabena & Coady. All 
ages, businesses, groups and churches are welcome 
to participate.

October 31 - Halloween Trick or Treat
Village of Minooka trick-or-treat hours are 4:00–7:00 PM.

September 14–19 - MCHS Homecoming Week
Minooka Community High School celebrates 
Homecoming Week September 14–19.

September 18–19 - MCHS Hall of Fame Induction
Celebrate the MCHS Athletics Hall of Fame Class 
of 2026. Events are September 18 at 7:00 PM at 
Central Stadium and September 19 at 6:00 PM at 
Aces Garage Bar & Grill.

September 21–25 - MCHS Emergency Drill Week
MCHS will conduct scheduled fire, tornado and 
law-enforcement emergency drills throughout 
the week.

November 11 - MCHS Veterans Day 
Breakfast & Assembly
Local veterans are invited to a Veterans Day 
breakfast and assembly. Breakfast begins 
at 8:00 AM at South Campus, followed by 
programs at South and Central campuses.
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Carlos Garcia, Chaplain

Chaplain’s Corner
Do As I Say, Not As I Do
Hmmm… well, I think we could all agree that there is something a bit off with this statement. 
Intuitively we understand that integrity (an alignment of our values and what we say is 
important with our actual behavior) and congruency between who we are on the outside with 
who we are  - or think we are - on the inside, is crucial in order to have a healthy relationship 
with ourselves and others. But that is precisely where the challenge is. I am pretty good at 

thinking highly of myself, judging others, and being blind to my character flaws. And so are you. How do I 
know this? Because I cruise past a stop sign and think nothing of it. But as soon as another driver does that 
in front of me, I am appalled! To quote Jim Carrey from How the Grinch Stole Christmas, I feel like shouting, 
“The unmitigated gall!!!” And my kids and grandkids are watching. Let’s give ourselves, our families, our 
community what all of us long for: peace, grace, love, faithfulness, kindness. All of us would welcome those 
gifts into our lives. In fact, we often expect people, through their behavior towards us, to give us those gifts. 
The question is, are we willing to work on our character, our behavior, our attitude? What would happen to 
our families, our community, our workplace, if we chose to give each other those gifts? Hmmm… where to 
begin? Let’s take Luke, a doctor who wrote one of the Gospels in the New Testament: “Do to others as you 
would have them do to you.” - Luke 6:31.  If you want to chat about this, or anything else on your mind, I 
would love to buy you a cup of coffee: carlosgarcia@missionbible.church

NEWS FROM WITHIN THE PD
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PUBLIC WORKS

MINOOKA FIRE PROTECTION
NEW PROGRAM: HOME FIRE EXTINGUISHER DISPOSAL
The Minooka Fire Protection District is excited to introduce a new Home Fire Extinguisher Disposal 
Program for Minooka Fire District residents and Grundy County residents!

Do you have an expired, partially used, or used home fire extinguisher collecting dust in your garage or 
basement? Don’t throw it in the trash—bring it to us for safe disposal!
Program Details:
	 •	Open to Minooka Fire District residents and Grundy County residents only
	 •	No business/commercial extinguishers accepted
	 •	We accept expired or used home fire extinguishers (they do not need to be empty)
	 •	Monday – Friday, 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM

As a thank you for helping keep our community safe, each household that brings in their old/used/
expired fire extinguishers will receive a 10% OFF coupon toward the purchase of one new home fire 
extinguisher at Whitmore Ace Hardware in Minooka.

A working fire extinguisher can make a big difference during the early stages of a fire—but only if it’s 
in good condition. If yours is expired, damaged, or has been used, now is the perfect time to replace it. 
Help protect your home, your family, and our environment by disposing of your old fire extinguisher the 
safe way.

Drop-off Location:
Minooka Fire Protection District, 7901 E. Minooka Rd., Minooka, IL 60447
(Weekdays only, 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM)

Together, we’re making our community safer—one extinguisher at a time!
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Both libraries are closed September 7 for the 
holiday. Visit the library’s events calendar at 
trpld.org/events to view the full range of events 
and to register for library programs. 

Adult Programs:
Voter Registration Blitz
The League of Women Voters of Greater Joliet will be 
on-hand to help you get registered to vote in the upcoming 
election.  No pre-registration is required for this 
drop-in event.
Tuesday, September 15, 10am-2pm at Minooka Branch
Friday, September 18, 10am-2pm at Channahon Library

Louis Jolliet
Learn how a 350-year-old journey through the untamed 
wilderness dramatically affected the lives of both those 
coming to America and those already here. 
Registration is required for this in-person program. 
Tuesday, September 15, 7pm, Arrowhead Community 
Center, Channahon

Weight Loss Medications: Virtual
Learn the benefits, risks, and realistic expectations of popular weight loss 
medications to help you make informed decisions. Registration is required 
to receive the link to this virtual program.
Monday, September 28, 7pm via Zoom

Settings of American Song
Enjoy a discussion of American history blended with a selection of music, 
from pilgrim psalms to cowboy chorus and everything in between. 
Registration is required for these in-person programs. 
Saturday, October 3, 2pm at Heritage Woods, 
701 Heritage Woods Dr, Minooka

Shred Event 
Bring your confidential documents to be shredded. 3-boxes per vehicle. No 
registration is required for this drive-up event.
Saturday, October 17, 10am-12pm, 
Minooka Fire Protection District, Minooka

Storytime on the Farm: Families
Story, songs, and crafts on the farm! No registration is 
required for these in-person programs.
Mondays, September 14-October 26, 4:30pm at Dollinger 
Family Farm, Channahon

Bingo Blast 
Play against your friends for prizes and bragging rights. Are 
you in? Registration is required for this in-person program. 
Ages 12-17: Thursday, October 1, 6pm at Minooka Branch
Ages 6-11: Saturday, October 3, 2pm at Minooka Branch

Sensory Sunday: All Ages
Bring your child to meet and play with others while being engaged with 
brain-stimulating toys. Registration is required for this in-person program.
Sunday, October 4, 3pm at Minooka Branch

Paint-A-Puzzle
Design and paint your own custom puzzle! Registration is required for 
this in-person program. 
Ages 5-11: Tuesday, October 20, 4:30pm at Channahon Library
Ages 12-17: Tuesday, October 20, 6:15pm at Channahon Library

Book or Treat: Ages 0-17
Drop by in costume to get a free book treat! (1 book per child while 
supplies last) No registration is required for this in-person, drop-in event.
Saturday, October 24, 10am-12pm at Minooka Branch

Youth Programs:

Library Anniversary:
Book It Around Chanooka!: All Ages
New missions appear each week! Join the fun at https://bit.ly/
bookitgame 

Photo Contest: All Ages
Submit up to 3 photos that feature Three Rivers Library in some way! 
Full rules and submission form available at: https://bit.ly/trphoto50

Library Store: All Ages
New designs! Sales support Three Rivers Public 
Library Foundation. https://bit.ly/trpldshop

Your Story is Our History: All Ages
Share your stories and memories of our library at 
https://bit.ly/librarystory26

Next Chapter Gala: Adults 21+
You’re invited to this fantastic fundraiser celebrating the 50 year history of Three Rivers Library as we look forward to the next chapter of 
our story. Event tickets, $75 per person, are on sale now for this semi-formal event hosted by Three Rivers Public Library Foundation. Get 
more details and tickets at https://bit.ly/trgala2
Can’t make it? Join the fun of the online auction starting September 14: https://bit.ly/trnca
Saturday, September 19, 6-10pm Four Rivers Environmental Education Center, Channahon
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September 16: Senior Luncheon 11:30 am
September 19: Euchre Night 6:00 pm
September 27:	 Knights of Columbus French Toast Breakfast 
	 8:00 am – 11:00 am
October 4: St. Mary’s Oktoberfest 12:00 pm – 6:30 pm
October 17: Euchre Night 6:00 pm
October 21: Senior Luncheon 11:30 am
October 24: Family Ministry Hallowtide Party 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
October 25: Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast

The Rescue Project
Why is there something rather than nothing? Why is everything so obviously messed up? What if 
anything has God done about it? How should I respond? 

Ever ask yourself these questions? We invite you to join us for The Rescue Project at St. Mary’s. 
Together we can discover the story. This small group program includes a meal, episode, and 
discussion. All adults and teens are welcome!

Wednesdays from 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm, September 30 through November 18. 
Visit https://stmarysminooka.com/the-rescue-project for more information. Registration required.

303 W. St Mary’s Street, 
Po Box 456, Minooka IL 60447

stmarysminooka.com
ST. MARY’S PARISH
Weekday Mass - Wednesday, Friday 8:30am, Tuesday 6:15pm
Weekday Adoration/Confession -	 Tuesday 5:20pm – 6:00pm,  
	 Thursday 7:35am – 8:15am

Saturday Adoration/Confession - 4:00pm - 4:45pm
Saturday Mass - 5:00pm
Sunday Mass - 7:30am, 9:00am, and 11:00am

MINOOKA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Minooka United Methodist Church Is On Ridge Road
Our new building is at 1210 S. Ridge Road, next to the water 
tower. Worship experiences are Sunday mornings at 9:30AM. All 
are welcome! Learn more about our welcoming and affirming 
congregation at  www.minookaumc.com 

COMMUNITY OUTDOOR WORSHIP
On Sunday, September 6, join us for combined worship service 
with our friends from Channhon United Methodist Church and 
Resurrection Lutheran Church at 10:00AM at the Four Rivers Shelter 
at the Kerry Sheridan Grove section of the McKinley Woods. Lunch 
together follows the service. Bring a chair and a reusable water bottle.
170TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Join us Saturday, October 3rd for our congregation’s 170th anniversary 
celebration! Open House from 2:00-3:00PM; building consecration 
ceremony at 3:00PM. Exhibits include artifacts and remembrances 
from our past and ways to partner with our current ministries of 
caring today. Public welcome!
WEEKLY SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School for children in PreK-5th grade meets at 10:45AM 
following our worship service. Sunday School is an opportunity for 
our young students to learn the stories of the faith and learn that God 
loves them unconditionally. All our Sunday School teachers complete 
Safe Sanctuary training and a background check. 

WEEKLY YOUTH GROUP
Youth Group for students in 6th-12th grades meets Wednesday evenings 7:00-8:00PM. We 
provide dinner and engage in fun, meaningful activities exploring the life of faith in today’s 
world. Youth Group’s mission is to help students know God loves them and hear God calling 
them to lead lives of loving service. Students can show up just as they are, build friendships, 
and grow in their faith. All our Youth Group leaders complete Safe Sanctuary training and a 
background check. 
WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY
Our long-standing group, Faith Talk, is always open to new folks. Meets Tuesdays at 12noon.
WEEKLY CHAIR YOGA
Gather for gentle movement and mindfulness in this accessible yoga class, perfect for all ages 
and fitness levels—especially seniors. Remember, movement is medicine! There is no charge, 
though a free will offering is accepted. Starting September 1st, Chair Yoga meets Tuesdays at 
10:00AM. 
MONTHLY GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Our Grief Support Group meets the second Thursday of each month at 12:00Noon. It is open 
to anyone grieving a death. There is no cost and a light lunch is provided. Join us September 
10th and October 8th. 
MONTHLY SKEPTIC’S CIRCLE
Questions about faith and the meaning of life can sometimes feel overwhelming. The 
Skeptic’s Circle offers a welcoming space for open, honest conversation about the emotions, 
doubts, and ideas about faith, God, and life—especially those ideas you might have 
been taught not to question. Meets at Brick & Ivy Coffee Company (27754 Bluegrass Dr, 
Channahon, IL 60410) on the second Tuesday of each month at 6:30PM. See you September 
8th and October 13th.

Minooka United Methodist Churchminookaumc.com1210 S. Ridge Rd., Minooka, 60447

CHRIST FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH Worship:  8:30am Morning Worship Service       10:00am Sunday School        11:00am Main Worship Service

christfirst.church4295 Van Dyke Rd., Minooka, IL 60447 Christ First Baptist Church

THE VILLAGE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sundays at The Village Christian Church 
You’re welcome to join us for church at 8965 South Bell Road in 
Minooka. Service times are at 8:00, 9:00 and 10:30am. Kid Village 
classes will be open for 9:00 & 10:30am services, infant-grade 3. Pulse 
(grades 4-8) meet during Sunday morning services at 9:00 & 10:30am

Student Evening Groups Kick-Off
The Village Christian Church wants to be an exceedingly generous 
church giving BIG to help people in need. The last Mobile Food 
Pantry of 2026 will be on Monday, October 12 at 5 pm. The Northern 
Illinois Food Bank will be distributing food at The Village Christian 
Church, 8965 South Bell Road in Minooka.

Distribution usually lasts about an hour and is first come, first served. 
Families will receive about a week’s worth of food: dairy, bread, fruit 
and vegetables. There will be no proof of income, registration or I.D. 
required.

8965 South Bell Road, Minooka Illinois 60447 TheVillageChristianChurch The Village Christian Churchthevillagechristianchurch.com

Student Evening Groups Kick-Off
We love our students at The Village Christian Church! Pulse is a fun place where students can 
connect, feel valued, and supported. Leaders and students support each other, encourage each 
other, and love each other.
There are 2 groups based on age so check it out and find your place!
Pulse Jr. is for students in grades K - 5. They will meet on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7:30 pm 
starting September 16.
Pulse is for students from grades 6 - 12. They will meet on Sunday evenings from 6:30-8 pm starting 
September 13.
For more information on Pulse students, check out: www.thevillagechristianchurch.com/students

You’re Invited to Candy Palooza at The Village Christian Church 
Join us for an unforgettable FREE family friendly event with fun and games and of course candy for 
the whole family! No boring here! Bring the family to church for a great time and family memories!
When:  Sunday, October 18 starting after the 10:30 AM service (11:30 AM)
Cost: FREE Where: You can find us in Minooka, just north of Rt. 6 & Bell Road, next to WestWinds 
Estates. Our address is 8965 South Bell Road, Minooka, IL 60447.

Mission Minooka 412 N. Wabena in Minooka
Saturday - 5:00pm      Sunday - 8:30am, 10:00am, 11:30am (Spanish translation available at this service)

Mission Morris (meets at Saratoga School) 4040 N. Division St, Morris - Door #16 Sunday 9:30am 

MISSION BIBLE CHURCH
We are excited to invite you to 
Mission Bible Church where we 
believe in being Real with God, 
Real with Each Other and Real 
in the World.

missionbible.church Mission Bible Church Mission Bible Church 412 N Wabena Ave, Minooka, IL 60447

Annual Church in the Park
On September 6th at 10:00 AM, both the Minooka and Morris campuses are coming together at Goold Park in Morris for our annual Church in the Park. We will worship 
together, celebrate baptisms, and have a party afterward! This is a great event for everyone. Bring a lawn chair or a blanket and come celebrate with us!
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The Village of Minooka encourages all residents to visit and participate 
in the Village Board and Committee meetings. Regular meetings of the 
Village Board are held the 4th Tuesday of each month. They are scheduled 
to begin at 6:30 p.m. at the Village Hall. Committee of the Whole meetings 
also take place at the Village Hall on the Wednesday before the Village 
Board Meeting. To verify a meeting date, please call the Village Hall at 
(815) 467-2151.

VILLAGE  INFORMATION

Village President
	 Ric Offerman  (815) 258-5270

	 Dennis Martin	 (815) 693-6596

 	Ray Mason	 (815) 954-0762

	 Barry Thompson	 (815) 353-9188

Village Trustees
	 Gabriela Martinez	 (815) 216-7000

	 Robin White	 (815) 671-6008

	 Josh Stell	 (630) 644-2335

Village Administrator
	 Dan Duffy  (815) 467-2151

 

Getting You Where You Need to Go! 

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION ANYWHERE IN GRUNDY COUNTY AND PORTIONS OF JOLIET 
 

Service Available 
Monday—Friday, 6:00 AM—6:00 PM 

 

**Rides must be scheduled 2—3 business day in advance** 

Bus service is for ALL Grundy County residents of ALL ages. 
All buses are ADA compliant and equipped with wheelchair lifts. 

Children under the age of 5 ride for FREE. 
GTS travels to Joliet 3 times daily. 

Fares are $4.00 each way in-county and $6.00 each way to or from Joliet. 

To schedule your ride, give us a call at (888) 786-0862 
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We are now a Non-Emergency Medicaid Transportation 
Provider, call us today for more information!


