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From the Village Administrator’s Desk
Why Buying and Eating Locally Matters for a Community
 In this edition of our quarterly newsletter, I would like to highlight a few locally owned businesses and focus on the impact of buying local.  
Or to be more specific, dining in our amazing local restaurants!
 The greatest benefit of shopping the small businesses in our community is the multiplier effect, also known as the local premium.  The 
multiplier results from the fact that independent locally-owned businesses recirculate a far greater percentage of revenue to the community as 
compared to absentee-owned franchises.  When we buy local, it not only supports our hometown businesses, but also creates more wealth and 
jobs for our community.
 Here at the Village Hall, we frequently receive phone calls from residents asking when we will get a chain restaurant in town, such as a Chili’s 
or Portillo’s.  These businesses will come with rooftops and time, however, other terms like ‘regional market share’ and ‘protected franchise 
territory’ are often factors that come into play.  This makes it more difficult to have some chain restaurants in the Minooka area because of the 
close proximity. 
 But in many communities like Minooka, the small independent businesses are the backbone of the commercial sector.  A good example of 
this is our long-standing local restaurant Cookie’s.  Located in downtown Minooka, Cookie’s has served as a cornerstone of the community 
since 1982.  Just down the street, The Shrimp Barn serves southern food and beverage in a unique atmosphere that no large franchise can offer.  
Breakfast is featured at Ruby’s Burrito II and Grandma’s Pancake House, while great food and entertainment can be found at 2-Fers, Fat Boyz, 
and Dock Rotz.  Twin Rails Pub at Chapin’s East offers a ‘pub-grub’ menu for lunch and dinner with a vintage-style sports pub.
 In recent months, we have had some additions to our dining choices here in town.  Southern Belles and The Teardrop Pancake House serve 
delicious breakfast and lunch dishes, and coming soon to the downtown area is Villa Nueva, specializing in Mexican and American cuisine.
 Our independently owned local businesses represent the footing for a strong commercial base in the community.  According to the private 
research firm Civic Economics, ‘local independent retailers return more than three times as much money per dollar of sales the chain competitors’ 
to a community.  This is why the multiplier effect is so important-by buying local, you not only support your local establishment, but you are 
also supporting our community.
 So as we grow, please continue to frequent our independently-owned shops and restaurants and support our local economy.  This support 
will not only help Minooka businesses to flourish, but will also bring more amenities to the community.

Dan Duffy, Village Administrator

From Your Village President
 What a honor it is serving you! I am very proud to be your Village President. We, as a Village, have seen 
tough times and good times and through it all Minooka is still a nice place to call home. Our Community 
Picnic on October 1st was a huge success, and on October 28th we had a wonderful Halloween Parade 
during the day and a great bonfire at night. 
 Village projects, such as the bike path on McEvilly Road and the building of the hotel on Bob Blair Road 
are moving along. We have opened two new restaurants and a third is coming soon. 
 Soon it will be December and Santa and Mrs. Claus will come to Christmas at the Village. Our local 
churches and civic groups offer a variety of snacks and hot beverages as we enjoy the music from various 
groups. 
 Be safe over the holidays and enjoy the slower days that accompany winter. Let me be the first to wish 
you a Happy New Year as January will be here quickly. 

Pat Brennan, Village President
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HOLIDAY LIGHTS RECYCLING
Help the library & go green at the same time! With the holidays upon us, you are bound to come across some strands of lights that don’t work or maybe you just want to upgrade 
your lights. Don’t throw those unwanted or non-working lights away; recycle them at the Three Rivers Library. Bins will be available at both libraries through February 28.
 

THREE RIVERS PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT PROGRAMS
To register for library programs or for more information, please see the library’s events calendar at bit.ly/TRPLDevents or contact either library at 815-467-6200 or 815-467-1600.

LIBRARY
THREE RIVERS

ADULT PROGRAMS
YOGA FOR ADULTS
Monday, December 4 or Monday, January 8, 6-7pm at Minooka Branch
Yoga Instructor Gina Slager teaches the best techniques for yoga, focusing on breathing 
methods and balance to calm the mind and spirit, improve posture and decrease 
overall stress.  Please bring your own yoga mat for each session. For 18 years and older 
only. Registration is required.
 

THREE RIVERS BOOK CLUB
1st Wednesday of the month, 7pm, please contact the library for December meeting 
location.  January’s meeting will take place at the Arrowhead Community Center, 
24856 W Eames St, Channahon.
Open to new members at all times, this club meets to engage in lively discussions about 
each month’s selection. Current selections are available at the library for an extended 
checkout to allow for in-depth discussions at the meetings. No registration is required.
December 6th: The Stupidest Angel by Christopher Moore
January 3rd: To be determined at the December meeting.
 

WICKED BUS TRIP
Wednesday, January 17, 2018, bus leaves from the Channahon Library at 5:30pm
Tickets: $120 per person includes a ticket to the show in the lower balcony and a spot 
on the luxury bus
Experience the wonder of the award-winning Broadway musical, Wicked, live on stage 
at the Oriental Theater in Chicago.  Wicked is a vivid reimagining of the Wizard of Oz 
tale.  Waivers must be turned in at Three Rivers Library by January 15. Each ticket must 
be paid for in full at the time of reservation.  Cash, check, and charge are accepted. 
Registration is required.
 

CRAFTERNOON
Crafternoon will take place on the following Sundays: November 26, January 7, 
February 4, March 4, April 15, April 29 at the Minooka Branch from 1:30pm-4:30pm.
Drop by the library for open crafting! Stay for an hour or stay the whole afternoon. 
Simply bring your own project supplies and enjoy working your craft while meeting 
new people.  Light snacks will be provided to keep up your creative spirits. Registration 
is requested but not required.

YOUTH SERVICES PROGRAMS
TODDLER TIME: (20 MONTHS-3 YEARS)
Thursdays, December 7 & 14, 10:30-11:15am at Minooka Branch
Thursdays, January 18 & 25, 11-11:45am at Minooka Branch
Songs, stories, and fingerplays are the focus of this toddler story program. 
Afterwards, stay to share books and free-play time together. Registration is required.
 

BOOKIES AND MILK: (ALL AGES)
Thursdays, December 7 & 14, January 18 & 25, 7-7:45pm at Channahon Library
Put on your pajamas, find your favorite bedtime buddy, and head to the library for story 
time. Top off your evening with a nighttime snack of milk and cookies. No registration 
is required.

 

DIY FRIDAYS (5TH-12TH)
Fridays December 8 & January 26, 4:30-5:30pm at Channahon Library
Find out what you can make when you ’Do It Yourself!’  In December, make a portable and 
reusable pocket warmer to keep for yourself or give as a gift. Look for details on January’s 
project after the new year. Registration is required.
 

READ WITH FROG THE DOG: (ALL AGES)
Saturdays, December 9 & January 13, 10:30-11:30am at Minooka Branch
Reserve your spot to read to Frog, a certified therapy dog. Registration is required.
 

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT: FROZEN: (ALL AGES)
Monday, December 18, 6pm at Minooka Branch
Make time for movie night at the library. We’ll provide some movie snacks! Registration 
is required.
 

KIDS HOLIDAY CRAFTERNOON DROP-IN: (ALL AGES)
Wednesday, December 20, 1-4pm at Minooka Branch
Get creative with the provided supplies to make wrapping paper, homemade cards, 
ornaments or something you design. No registration is required.
 

STEAM WORKSHOP: (K-5TH)
Saturday, January 6, 10:30-11:30am at Minooka Branch
Explore the world of coding, circuits, and engineering with STEAM. No registration is 
required.
 

BUILD IT!: (ALL AGES)
Sundays, January 14, 21, & 28, 1:30-4:30pm at Minooka Branch
Drop in to get creative at the library with our building toys.  We’ll have Legos, Lincoln 
Logs, K-nex, and more available for you to play with. We provide the toys; you bring the 
imagination! No registration is required.
 

PRESCHOOL EXPLORERS: (3-6 YEARS)
Tuesdays, January 16, 23, & 30, 11-11:45am at Minooka Branch
A mix of books, activities, songs, and rhymes are designed to help little ones prep for 
school.  Sessions end with free-play time. Registration is required.
 

BABY & ME: (0-20 MONTHS)
Wednesdays, January 17, 24, & 31, 11-11:45am at Minooka Branch
Be ready to clap along with bouncing songs and rhymes and listen to some stories. Stay 
after for free-play time. Registration is required.
 

SCIENTISTS FOR TOMORROW: (6TH-12TH)
Wednesdays, January 17-March 21, 4:30-6pm at Minooka Branch
Design and build your own solar-powered cart! Each participant will develop technical 
and building skills designed to enhance your scientific skills. Participants will need to 
commit to all 10 sessions to complete the project. Registration is required.
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LOCAL CHURCHES
NEWS FROM

MINOOKA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Blue Christmas Service 
Will be on December 3rd at 6 p.m.  This service is designed to help 
people during their time of grief.
 

Minooka UMW Annual Cookie Sale will be Saturday, 
December 9th from 8:30 a.m. until gone, in the Church Annex on 
Massasoit Street.  All proceeds go toward mission projects.
 

Sounds of the Season Worship Service will be held on 
December 9th and 10th worship services.  Come and join us to 
listen to the Christmas music that we all enjoy and learn some new 
ones as well.
 

Christmas Eve Services will be on Sunday, December 24th. 9:00 
a.m. – Traditional Worship, 4:00 p.m. – Family Candlelight Worship 
Service, 10:00 p.m. - Candlelight Worship Service.
 

Watch our website for information on our January Sermon Series 
on Healthy Living, Healthy Life!

CHRIST FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School @ 10am
Worship Service @ 11am
AWANA Clubs for kids Sunday nights @ 5pm
Bible Study Wednesday mornings @ 10am
Ladies Bible Study Thursday mornings @ 9:30am
 

December Events
“The Christmas Program That Could” 
 Sunday, December 10th @ 11am
Christmas Cantata Sunday, December 17th @ 11am
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service Sunday, December 24th @ 5pm
 

New Year - New Focus
Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace, Fridays @ 7:30 from January 26th 
- March 23rd
Small Groups - Starting the week of February 11, 2018

Upcoming Community Events
LOG CABIN QUILT GUILD OF MINOOKA
Looking for new members to join whether you’re a 
beginner or an experienced quilter. December 14th is 
our Christmas luncheon. In January we will resume our 
regular meetings on the second Thursday of the month 
at the Village Community Room at 10 a.m. On the fourth 
Thursdays the guild meets at 4 p.m. to sew and work on 
charity quilts. Contact President MaryAnn at 779-379-
5070 with any questions.

GOTTA HAVE ART GUILD
Adults of any skill level, any medium are welcome to 
join other artists every Tuesday from 1:00-3:00pm in the 
Village of Minooka Community Room.  No fee.

Support your local businesses and 
restaurants – Buy Local!  
For the good of us all!

BUY 
LOCAL

AroundTOWN

SAVE THE DATE!! 
Santa's Workshop  

presented by the Minooka Women's Club

Saturday, December 2  
from 9:00-11:00 a.m. at the 

Minooka Elementary School on 
Coady Drive. Santa will be there! 
Cookies, juice and coffee will be 

served. Come and join in on the fun! 

Village Offices Closed:
December 25 & 26-Christmas

January 1-New Year’s Day
February 19-Presidents Day
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NEWS FROM WITHIN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Message from Chief Meyer
With the Holiday season approaching, a lot of you will be shopping on the internet for gifts to the ones you care about. 
As a service to our residents and to deter crime, the Village of Minooka is now offering a designated “neutral” site for the 
exchange of internet purchases within the Police Department’s parking lot. If you plan on using the service, here are a 
couple things to keep in mind: 

1. The Village requires that all parties to a transaction remain civil and law-abiding. 
2. The Parking lot has 24/7 video surveillance. 
3. There will be no in-person monitoring of the Internet Exchange location and no officer or Village employee will be present  
 for the transaction. 
4. The Village will not be responsible for any technical or camera malfunctions and the Internet Exchange Zone is offered  
 solely as a service to the public.
5. Video surveillance of the transaction will not be maintained and preserved beyond 30 days as the video will automatically  
 be purged from the system. 

MINOOKAPOLICE
DEPARTMENT

CITIZEN SURVEY
As part of the Minooka 
Police Department’s effort in 
evaluating its performance and 
improving its services, we are 
giving the community a chance 
to give us your feedback. We 
are offering a citizen survey 
on the Village website www.minooka.com under Police 
Department to our residents and business owners to get your 
point-of-view on the effectiveness of us as a police agency, our 
programs and services. This survey will be continuous, and the 
feedback we receive will be in the department’s annual report.

THANK YOU & SAVE THE DATE! 
Trivia Night 2017 was a success! We are sending $15,250.00 
to Special Olympics Illinois through the Illinois Law 
Enforcement Torch Run!!! We are beyond excited about this 
and extremely thankful to everyone involved, including all of 
our volunteers to make this a successful 
event every year! Next years date has 
been set for October 20th, 2018. Get 
your tables reserved asap!

RUEGER GETS A VEST
On October 25th, Rueger received this nice looking vest 
from Vested Interest in K9’s. Vested Interest in K9’s is a 501 
c(3) non-profit organization whose mission is to provide 
bullet and stab protective vests to dogs of Law Enforcement 
or other related agencies. 

ORDINANCE REMINDER
Winter Parking Notice
As the colder temperatures approach, so will the snow... I 
want to remind you of a village ordinance of not parking 
your vehicle on the street during snowfall of 2” inches or 
more. A violation of this ordinance can result in a $50.00 fine 
and the possibility of your vehicle being towed. Information 
on Village ordinances can be found on the Village of Minooka 
web page at www.minooka.com.

Have You Visited Us Online Lately?  
We are continually upgrading our website at www.minooka.com to better serve the community. You’ll find features such as weekly bulletins, annual reports, 

important links, programs and services we offer and much more. Or, you can find us on Facebook and “like” our page for up-to-date events and news.



MINOOKA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

The dedicated members of the Minooka Fire Protection District strive to provide             
reliable emergency services, public education and awareness for our customers              

in a cost effective and responsible manner. 

www.minookafire.com 

Smoke Signals 
 

2018 CPR and First Aid 
schedule will be available on 
our website on December 1st. 

www.minookafire.com 
 

Follow us on Facebook       
and Twitter 

 

 

 
 

Keep the Wreath RED 
Minooka Fire Protection District is      
participating in the "Keep the 
Wreath Red" program to raise 
awareness of fire dangers           
associated with decorating for the 
holidays.  

On December 1st through January 
2nd, the fire department will hang a 
wreath strung with red lights on the 
front of both fire stations. The 
wreath will  remain lit 24 hours a 
day throughout the holiday season. 
If a fire occurs that is a result of   
holiday decorations, a white bulb 
will then replace a red bulb on the 
wreath. This wreath serves as a 
constant reminder to practice     
safety while installing and displaying     
holiday decorations and this     
awareness may help to prevent a 
fire during this time.  

Snow Shovel Safety 
Shoveling snow is a strenuous activity that can take a heavy toll on your body 
and well-being. Recognize the danger signs. Stop shoveling and call 9-1-1 if you 
feel: 

 Discomfort or heaviness in your chest. 
 Pain that radiates to your arm, neck, or 

jaw. 
 Unusual or prolonged shortness of breath 
 Dizziness or feeling faint 
 Excessive sweating 
 Nausea/Vomiting 
Here are a few more tips: 
 Take your time. People often get hurt 

when they try to shovel in a hurry.  Lifting 
heavy snow can lead to back injuries. Try 
shoveling small sections at a time and use 
a proper snow shovel.   

 Once you start feeling cold, go inside to 
warm up.  

 When outside, wear several layers of light-
weight clothing which you can remove as 
you get warm.  

Keeping Kids Warm and Safe in the Car 
Winter is a tricky time for car seats.  As a general rule, bulky clothing, like winter 
coats or snowsuits, should not be worn underneath the harness of a car seat.  
During a crash, fluffy padding flattens out from the force, leaving extra space   
under the harness. The child can slip out of the straps and be thrown from the 
seat.  Here is a few safety tips: 

 Warm up the car first, before buckling the kids in their seats. 
 Dress them in thin layers.  Place blankets on top of them. As they get warm, 

you can remove the blanket. 
 Try the backwards coat trick: once the child is buckled in, have them put their 

arms in the sleeves so the coat is on top of them. 
 Pack an emergency kit for your car, like extra blankets, hats, gloves, snacks, 

etc. 
 Drive carefully! Make sure your phone is fully charged before leaving. 
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Mailbox Damage Prevention:  

Please make sure your mailbox is secured to the 
post and in good condition. We receive a few calls 
during the winter about damaged mailboxes due to 
snow plowing operations. The force of the snow 
discharged off the plow creates a wave of snow 
that may knock mailboxes over if they have a 
weak post or are not fastened properly to the post. 

 

Child Safety:  

Discourage your children from playing in piles 
of snow that may exist along the roadways or 
parkways, especially near driveway entrances. 

 

Private Drives:  

Subdivision residents living on private streets 
should be aware that the homeowners associations 
may be responsible for snow removal for all 
private streets and driveways. 

 

Public Works Crew 

Our priority is to clear the streets in a timely 
manner, providing the emergency response 
vehicles access to each residence and each 
building. Next we focus on clearing the streets for 
the residents providing a way to get to school, 
work, etc. Please help out by reviewing this list of 
reminders to help us make this winter a safe one. 

 

 
The change of seasons are upon us. The winter newsletter 
is a good time to reach residents and remind them of 
Village policies and other useful information regarding 
snow removal and ice control. 
 
Snow Plowing Policies: 
All streets and alleys are plowed within eight hours or less 
of a snowfall. The main streets are the first plowed, 
followed by salting intersections, and hills. Once the main 
streets are plowed secondary streets are plowed, followed 
by salting at a lesser application rate. This is all dependent 
on weather conditions. 
 
Parking Restrictions:  
Residents are reminded that the Village has an ordinance 
requiring all vehicles to be parked off the street during and 
immediately following a snowfall of 2-inches or more. 
Any vehicle in violation of this ordinance shall be ticketed 
and towed at the owner’s expense by the police 
department. 
 
Portable Basketball Standards:  
Please remove any of the portable basketball standards that 
are left curbside or sometimes even on the street. 
Basketball backboards and hoops often protrude into the 
traffic lanes and have caused damages to snow plow trucks 
or other large vehicles that need to follow the curb line.   
 
Depositing Snow in Roadways: 
Residents clearing their own drives should avoid blowing 
or pushing snow into the streets. This creates a traffic 
hazard to motorist who may be unable to distinguish 
between freshly piled snow and the roadway potentially 
causing an accident.   
 

IT’S THAT TIME 
 OF YEAR AGAIN
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PUBLIC WORKS



 

NO BURNING YARD WASTE 
 
 
 
The Village Ordinance does not allow burning of yard waste. You may only burn wood and sticks for 
campfires. Keep fire pits no less than 15’ from any structure. 
 
TITLE 7 – HEALTH AND SANITATION, Chapter 1, 7-1-4: BURNING OF WASTE MATERIALS:  
 
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to burn waste materials within the village limits, except as regulated herein. Any 
person violating this section shall be punishable as provided in section 1-4-1 of this code. 
 
B. All burning of waste materials is subject to the following regulations: 
1. Burning Prohibited: Except as hereinafter provided it shall be unlawful to burn any material, including, but not 
limited to, "landscape waste" and "municipal waste" as hereinafter defined. 
2. Definitions: 
 
LANDSCAPE WASTE: All accumulations of grass or shrubbery, leaves and all other materials accumulated in the 
care of lawns, shrubbery and vines. 
 
MUNICIPAL WASTE: Garbage, general household and commercial waste, industrial lunchroom or office waste, 
landscape waste and construction or demolition debris.  
3. Exceptions: The following open burning activities are permitted within the village: 
a. The setting of fires by the forest preserve district of any county on property owned or controlled by it, to perform 
prescribed burning for natural community and habitat management; 
b. The setting of fires to combat or limit existing fires, when reasonable and necessary in the judgment of the 
responsible government official; 
c. The burning of fuels for legitimate campfire, recreational, and cooking purposes, or in domestic fireplaces, in areas 
which such burning is consistent with other laws, provided that no garbage shall be burned in such cases; 
d. Small open flames for heating tar or for welding, acetylene torches, highway safety flares, and the like. 
 
C. Fires shall be located not less than fifty feet (50') from any structure, with adequate provisions made to prevent the 
spread of fire, or the fire shall be contained in a fireproof container located not less than fifteen feet (15') from any 
structure. 
 
D. All fires shall be constantly attended until such fire is extinguished. The person attending the fire shall be equipped 
with a hose connected to a water supply, or other fire extinguishing equipment, suitable to extinguish the fire. 
 
E. Prior to starting the fire, the appropriate fire protection district shall be notified of the location of the fire, the nature 
of the materials to be burned, the date and time of the fire, and the name of the person to be attending the fire. 
 
F. No waste materials may be burned on any village or public street or alley. 
 
G. It shall be unlawful to burn styrofoam, polystyrene, any other kind of plastic material, shingles, or insulation. It 
shall be unlawful to burn any materials in which the above materials may be incorporated. 
 
H. The owner of the property where the fire is to be located, the person owning the materials to be burned, the person 
responsible for causing the materials to be burned, and the person attending the fire are each jointly responsible to see 
that the regulations set forth in this section are not violated. (Ord. 2003-02, 1-28-2003) 
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PUBLIC WORKS

The Village of Minooka has a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System and follows the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System NPDES guidelines.

Did you realize that the Village has over 2,500 storm water catch basins and inlets within the Village limits that collect water 
from streets, parking lots, ditches, yards, roofs, etc? The storm sewer pipes convey all the water from the inlets and catch basins 
and then discharge it to detention ponds, creeks, streams, and rivers. Illicit dumping or discharges to areas adjacent to each catch 
basin or inlet create problems beyond ones belief. 

Public Works Control Measures
• Public Education and Outreach
• Public Participation and Involvement
• Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination
• Enforcing Construction Site Runoff Control
• Enforcing Post-Construction Runoff Control
• Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations

Resident Control Measures
Just walk through your neighborhood and take a look around and see what is taking place that may have a positive or negative 
impact to the storm water watershed. 
Here are some of the negatives you may have observed:
• Homeowners discharging grass or raking leaves or other organic materials into the street that will end up in the curb  
 catch basins, then into storm sewers and ultimately into detention basins and receiving streams. This creates large amounts  
 of decomposed materials that have to be removed from catch basins and ultimately result in storm sewer pipes becoming  
 plugged and sedimentation building up within detention basins. This costs all of us more money for this type of maintenance.
• Concrete truck washing out in the gutter after supplying concrete for a building project.
• Homeowners dumping waste motor oil, antifreeze or paint products into a catch basin.
• Parking vehicles on the street dripping fuel, motor oil, anti-freeze, or other fluids.

Some positive storm water practices taking place are: 
• Keeping grass clippings in your yard and not on the street by mulching or bagging the clippings that may normally be  
 discharged into the street.
• Collecting used motor oil or paints and bringing them to a recycling center or dispose of them in a proper manner.
• Collect rain water from your homes downspouts in a rain barrel and use it to water your plants.
• Use fertilizer and herbicides for your lawn by following the labels on products used and not using them in areas that may run  
 directly into bodies of water.
• Not watering your lawn excessively creating runoff into streets.
• Plant vegetation in a manner slowing water runoff during heavy rainfall. 
• Adopting roadside ditches and pick up refuse that has been thrown from vehicles or has blown in from who knows where,  
 this is a good community service project for different organizations.

• Pick up animal waste from your pet and dispose of properly.

If anything is notice to be a negative effect on the storm water watershed,  
please contact Public Works at 815-467-8868. 



Village of Minooka • Pg. 11

LED STREET LIGHT UPDATE
As we have mentioned, all Village-owned street lights will be LED before 2018. Phase 1 & 2 is complete, including the conversion 
of 235 larger street lights throughout the Village. Our final phase includes 599 Village-owned street lights that will be converted 
by December 15 of this year. ComEd has mentioned that they plan on converting their 211 street lights during 2018. 

With the conversions you may notice your street lighting will be brighter. We are improving lumens (brightness), and lighting 
patterns to reduce the amount of light that travels onto private property by directing light usage on the public right of ways. 

The Village uses street lighting to prevent and reduce accidents, deter criminal activity, and enhance commercial business 
activities. Conclusively, street lighting provides a feeling of security, safety and comfort.

The ~68% Return On Investment (ROI) is an excellent way to improve the Village’s infrastructure by providing a safer and better 
quality light, all the while reducing cost.

CHESTNUT RIDGE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS
At Public Works we have seen what problems can occur during the worst 
of storms. Unfortunately we have found out that during some catastrophic 
circumstances, water usually wins. When we see an opportunity to improve 
the storm water collection system that has the best interest of the Village, we 
will. Even with being a young subdivision, Chestnut Ridge has combated 
some issues lately during heavy rain events. The issues are not from 
wrongfully being engineered. The issues amount from a negative side effect 
of no-till farming. Previous farming practice would be to till the soil and 
overturning the top soil atop the crop residue holding it in place. The newer 
type of soil conservation “no-till”, prepares the land without mechanically 
disturbing the soil which allow crop residue to lay freely on top of the 
field. Do not take this as blaming our neighboring farms. We understand 
the importance of our local crop production and would never put blame 
on something that we developed around. No-tilling actually has a more 
positive impact on its neighbors by reducing water runoff, herbicide runoff, 
and soil erosion. We encourage farm owners to advance in technologies such as “no-till”, and work with the Village, as they did, 
when problems may happen. The Village will be constructing a drainage swale with large inlets at the southern end of Donegal 
Drive that will alleviate potential crop residue on the roadway. Improvements will also be made to the large pond outlet of 
Chestnut  Ridge along Ridge Road and the overland flood route  at 1408 Donegal Drive (tot-lot).

Let’s keep our 

environment healthy. 
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The Village of Minooka encourages all residents 
to visit and participate in the Village Board and 
Committee meetings.  Regular meetings of the 
Village Board are held the 4th Tuesday of each 
month.  They are scheduled to begin at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Village Hall.  Committee of the Whole meetings 
also take place at the Village Hall on the Wednesday 
before the Village Board Meeting at 6:30 p.m.. To 
verify a meeting date, please call the Village Hall at 
(815) 467-2151, or go to www.minooka.com

VILLAGE
INFORMATION

Village President
Patrick J. Brennan (815) 467-6806

Village Trustees 
Dave Deahl 
Terry Houchens (815) 467-4605
Chad Hrechko
Dennis Martin (815) 693-6596

 Dick Parrish (815) 521-1699
 Barry Thompson (815) 353-9188

Village Administrator
Dan Duffy (815) 467-2151

Speak Out !
Communicate with Minooka elected officials and administrators. 
Your advice, suggestions, questions and opinions are  
appreciated and will receive a response. Please complete this 
form, detach, and return to: Village Administrator, Village of 
Minooka, 121 E. McEvilly, Minooka, IL 60447.

Name:  ________________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________

Comment:  _____________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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