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From the Village Administrator’s Desk
Dan Duffy, Village Administrator
 The Village needs your input! In 2020, the Village of Minooka kicked off it’s Comprehensive Plan update, which is basically 
a roadmap for the Village to follow. The plan not only provides guidance with recommended land uses to the Village, but will 
shape multi-modal transportation needs/networks, update zoning regulations, preserve open space and provide a framework for 
development over the coming decade.  This is where we need our residents ideas, input and comments! 
  The project is being paid for with a grant from the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP). With the professional 
assistance from CMAP staff and a planning consulting named Houseal Lavigne Associates, the Village began the project with a 
kickoff meeting in April.  With the COVID shutdown setting the project alittle behind schedule, it also forced us to rethink how 
public comment would be obtained.  The project will now be shifting to a more electronic and virtual platform, with gatherings  
and input via virtual electronic meetings.  Also in June, a new Comprehensive Plan Website will go active to gather input from 
residents.  The address is http://www.hlplanning.com/portals/minooka/and will be active in June. There you can work on 
developing maps, filling our questionairs, and participate in workshops. You can also access the project website by going to 
www.minooka.com and click on ‘Comprehensive Plan’.
  As far as a timeline, The village Comp Plan is being guided by a Steering Committee, made up of local business, government, 
education, and civic leaders.  This group will hold several virtual meetings, with hopes of having open house events later in 
the year (if possible).   Please take the time to link up and give us your input as residents.  Together, we hope to develop a new 
comprehensive land plan, and formulate a draft of the plan by the end of the year.  The plan will be unveiled for final public 
comment and board review in the spring 2021 and mostly likely adoption by the Village of Minooka Board of Trustees 
                           this time next summer.

From Your Village President 
 Dear Friends,
 As our summer newsletter comes out I hope these days find you well.  While the State of Illinois is still 
under a COVID stay at home order, I hope we all can open up soon and get back to some sort of normalcy.  
Until then I hope everyone plays it safe, but the reality is we have all had to adjust and change the way we live.  This spring we 
saw large events not happen, and this summer with activities/camps being cancelled, sports leagues not happening, as well as our 
own Summer Fest being postponed as well.  In this time of uncertainty, I hope we all check in on each other, call our neighbors and 
reconnect via new methods, like Zoom and Facetime.  I continue to urge you to support our restaurants by purchasing a gift card, 
ordering take out or participating with the new outdoor dining rules recently set by the State.
  We are still working at the Municipal Building even though the building is closed to the public. Our employees remain on the 
front line to provide those essential service for the residents of Minooka. The phones and emails are being answered and work is 
getting done. I want to ensure you that the village is still working with our police keeping our streets safe, patrolling and our public 
works keeping the water and sewer services going.  To help during this difficult time, the Village has suspended any late fees on 
our utility costs as well as not shutting of vital services.  Reminder, for the latest emergency or village announcements please log 
onto our website (www.minooka.com) and sign up for our SWIFT 911 service.  
 Looking ahead we hope to see a silver lining.   Although, there is still a great unease amongst us in Minooka, we hope everyone 
will follow the advice that the experts at the CDC suggest, staying home, maintaining social distance, washing your hands, and 
wearing a mask outside.  If you have problems or concerns, please email our staff at the Village at Hall at 815.467.2151.

Stay safe,
Pat Brennan, Village President



Community Picnic
Bring the family to the free Community Picnic at 

Lions Park on Sunday September 20th from
1:00 – 4:00 p.m. Free food, face painting, games and 

prizes plus much more.  Bring your lawn chairs. 

Village of Minooka • Pg. 3

AroundTOWN



LIBRARY
THREE RIVERS

Pg 4 • Village of Minooka

Summer Reading at Three Rivers Library
Deeper: Read, Investigate Discover with 

Virtual Summer Reading for All Ages
Monday, June 15 at 9am - Friday, July 31 at 6pm

Dig Deeper to Read, Investigate, and Discover with Summer Reading 2020! Registration and logging begins 
June 15 at 9am and goes through July 31 at 6pm. Create an account at https://trpld.beanstack.org or use an 
existing Beanstack account. Logging may be virtual, but there are real prizes to win!

Adults: Adult readers 18 years and older can log books, magazines, audiobooks, eBooks, and more for  
 chances to win real prizes such as a Kindle Fire, a 1 year streaming subscription, an Instant Pot, and  
 more! Log your reading each week for automatic entries into our random raffles. There are virtual  
 prizes like gift cards for local businesses, Amazon, Redbox, or a donation to Chanooka Wish.

Teens: Readers entering grades 7th to 12th will log reading hours to win gift cards and entries for prize  
 drawings. Earn bonus tickets for extra chances to win prizes by completing additional challenges or  
 writing book reviews!

Kids: Beginning and independent readers of any age, up to and entering 6th grade, can log their reading  
 minutes to unlock badges and earn prizes. Complete additional activities to earn extra tickets for  
 prize drawings!

Read to Me Club: Designed for readers ages 0+ who are not yet reading by themselves, parents and kids can  
 read and log together and complete fun activities to help them earn badges and prizes. Unlock even  
 more badges by logging extra activities for additional chances to earn a basket prize!

Library To Go- Curbside Pick Up:
For the continued safety of our communities and library staff, Three Rivers Public Library 
District buildings remain closed to the public until further notice. Even though the buildings 
remain closed, book drops are available for returning items. We will also begin Curbside Pick 
Up for local items starting June 1. You can already start placing your holds as normal via our 
online catalog. When your items are ready, you will be notified with available pick up times.

Library staff will be available via phone or email to answer questions regarding curbside and 
help with placing holds beginning Tuesday, May 26 through Friday, May 29 from 10am-2pm 
at both locations.

Please be patient with us as we begin this unusual service and work out any kinks. We look      
            forward to serving our communities again! For more details, visit our Curbside FAQs  
                          at http://trpld.org/curbside-faq-6332.
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Adult Programs:
Three Rivers Book Club
Wednesdays, June 3 & July 1, 7-8:30pm via Zoom
Join the Three Rivers Virtual Book Club for a lively virtual 
discussion of adult contemporary literature! New members are 
always welcome. Titles are available for immediate checkout via 
Hoopla digital. To join the discussion, email laureno@trpld.org  
for the meeting link.
June 3: The Library at the Edge of the World by Felicity 
 Hayes-McCoy
July 1:  A Piece of the World by Christina Baker Kline

Florence Nightingale 
Monday, June 15, 6-7pm via Zoom
Megan Wells brings the fascinating originator of modern nursing 
to life as she shares her story. Registration with an email address 
is required.

Cross Stitch
Monday, June 22-Monday, July 6
Get started with cross-stitching as you follow along to make a 
simple design. A handout with diagrams and a list of required 
materials will be provided. Registration with an email address 
is requested for this pre-recorded presentation. The video will 
be available for viewing via YouTube from 6/22-7/6. Non-
registered viewers can find the link on our website.

Henry Knox’s Noble Train           
Tuesday, July 7, 6-7pm via Zoom
Learn the inspiring story from the American Revolutionary 
War of a little-known hero, Boston bookseller Henry Knox, who 
helped lead to the victory for Washington’s army. Registration 
with an email address is required.

Cleopatra: Last Pharaoh of Egypt
Monday, July 20, 6-7pm via Zoom
Cleopatra bursts from the pages of history to tell her own 
story, one strikingly different from the Hollywood impression. 
Registration with an email address is required.

Origins of Tarot
Tuesday, July 28, 6-7pm via Zoom
For centuries, tarot cards have captivated, first as a fun game and 
later as a fortune-telling tradition. Discover the history of the 
cards, from their invention to the meanings, and how to begin 
reading cards. Registration with an email address is required.

Children & Family Programs:
Dinosaur Encounter with Janet Riehecky
Saturday, June 13, 1pm via Zoom
Children’s author Janet Riehecky digs deep into adventure with a 
virtual dinosaur encounter! She is excited to share her collection 
of fossils and museum-quality replicas of real dinosaur bones 
with you and discuss how big they grew, what they ate, how 
they lived together, why some dinosaurs ate rocks, and which 
dinosaurs made good parents. Registration with an email 
address is required.

Miss Terry Talks Nutrition! 
Tuesday, June 23, 6pm via Zoom  
Join Certified Holistic Nutritionist, Terry Harding, for a 
workshop specially designed to teach kids how to be independent 
in the kitchen while learning healthy eating as she walks you 
through preparing simple snacks. Bring your device into the 
kitchen to follow along! Visit the event page on our calendar for 
the list of ingredients. Registration with an email address is 
required.

Stories, Songs, & a Boing, Boing Thing
Saturday, June 20, 2pm via Zoom
Mike Anderson’s dynamic performance is a hopping good time 
for families of all ages. Dance along as he shows off his musical 
prowess in this virtual performance with instruments like the 
boingy boingy thing, a clackity clack thing and a... noseflute!? 
This is a show you don’t want to miss! Registration with an 
email address is required.

Ready, Set, AnimalQuest!
Saturday, July 11, 11am via Zoom
AnimalQuest brings their zoo right into your home with this 
educational program featuring a menagerie of amazing live 
animals. Along the way, you’ll learn about animal behavior, care, 
diversity, and conservation. Registration with an email address 
is required.

Magic Together
Tuesday, July 14, 6-6:45pm via Zoom
It’s magic that starts with a box, delivered right to your home. 
On July 14, open your box and join magician Scott Green in this 
live magic show where you can watch the magic happen in your 
hands, thanks to your magic tools in the box! Registration with 
an email and valid mailing address is required by July 1.

Virtual Library Programs:
Three Rivers Library has lots of exciting virtual programs for all ages planned for this summer! We are busy 

working on even more ideas as we move our programming online. Visit the library’s events calendar at 
http://bit.ly/TRPLDevent to register for programs and for updates as we continue to add engaging and entertaining 
virtual programming. Please note that the library will be closed Saturday, July 4 in observation of Independence Day.



  
  

Pg 6 • Village of Minooka

NEWS FROM WITHIN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

MINOOKAPOLICE
DEPARTMENT

Chaplains Corner
COVID-19 and GRACE
 Whatever else the nurse on the phone said, I really only heard one word: “Positive.” She said the same thing to 
my wife. “Your test came back positive.”
 To which I wanted to say, “Are you positive that it came back… positive?” Or, “How positive are you that the 
test came back… you know…  positive?”
 Before I go on, I am happy to report that we are both fine. We were tested on April 26 and the results came by 
April 29. I was sick with what I thought was a nasty head cold the week before I was tested. My wife, Ruth, had 
a fever for a week, then another 4-5 days of fatigue. We never had a cough or any kind of breathing issue. We are 
grateful to be strong and healthy.

 Okay, with that out of the way, can we talk about one of my favorite words? We can? Great! Here is one of my favorite words: 
GRACE. Yup. Definitely one of my favorite words. 
 “But Chaps, (Chaps is Minooka PD speak for chaplain) with all that’s going on in the world, let alone our community, why in the 
world are you talking about your favorite word, grace??”
Glad you asked! Here is the definition: 1) a pleasing quality  2) favor or goodwill  3) gratitude or thanks. It’s #2 that I want to focus on.
 How we understand a problem determines our choices to correct or remedy the problem. I remember listening to a nurse, years ago, 
as she went through her routine checklist before one of our youngest son’s many ear tube surgeries. As she reviewed his name, date of 
birth and other details, she then said, “And today we are here to fix that tube in the left ear.” She continued with the rest of her list, but, 
we quickly interrupted her and said,  “The problem was not in the left ear, it was in the right ear!” How you understand the problem will 
determine the course of action you will take to solve the problem. In this case, a correct understanding of the problem prevented new 
problems!
 Our community, indeed, our nation, is now struggling, not just COVID-19, but with a complex network of problems that have 
resulted from local, state and federal decisions to deal with this awful virus. Time will tell whether those decisions were warranted or 
not. Until then, it is clear that us humans tend to be strong with our ideas and opinions. At times, we tend to be downright ridiculously 
obnoxious with our ideas and opinions on social media. We currently are living in a culture of distrust and can ramp up rhetoric that is 
based more on emotion (and remember, emotions don’t have intellect) rather than logic. So, what I see as the problem, is a lack of grace 
#2: favor or goodwill. Grace is getting what we do not deserve: favor or goodwill.
 At times, I have used my words in a way that has torn down others. I have expressed my ideas without care and genuine concern for 
the person I was talking to! (Do you think they heard what I had to say? Probably not.)
 Wherever you land on any one of the network of problems created by the coronavirus, I am encouraging all of us to respond with 
grace. Grace is getting what we do not deserve: favor or goodwill. Choose to respond to the harshness with grace. Someone else may not 
deserve it, but, you will bring dignity and respect to the conversation. You will also keep your dignity and the condition of your heart 
intact. Yoda once said, “Anger leads to hate. Hate leads to suffering.” Yoda was right.
 We can build a community on grace.
 We can’t build a community on anger, a foundation of distrust, or conversation and debate void of another-centered spirit.
 We can build a community on grace.
 We can’t build a community when there is a spirit of attack or when words diminish others.
 We can build a community on grace.
	 We	can’t	build	a	community	when	the	memories	in	our	hearts	towards	each	other	are	filled	with	hurt,	revenge	and	hate.
 We can build our marriages, our families, our community on grace. I would say, we must do so. Or, when we emerge from our current  
 circumstances, we will have a virus in our hearts and attitudes that we will struggle with long after we have an adequate medical  
 solution to the medical side of our network of problems.

 I don’t deserve grace. As a Christ-follower I have been given grace. My life has been changed. My wife, my family, and my friends 
have given me grace time and time again. As a result, my heart and attitude has been changed. I have no ground to stand on if I refuse 
to give grace to others. Whatever happens as a result of all that we are in now, let’s pray that one of the changes that we will talk about to 
our children and grandchildren is that our community was transformed. It became a community of grace.

Be Part of the Department
The Minooka Police Department is continually looking for applicants 14-21 years 
of age for our Explorer Program. If you are interested in working with the police 
department or are interested in pursuing a career in law enforcement, this program 
is for you! For questions regarding the Explorer Program contact Detective 
Sergeant Sinovich or Detective Macdonald at (815) 467-2298. 
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Facebook
Have you heard about the #9pmRoutine or 
#WagginWednesday? If not, you need to find us on 
Facebook and “like” our page so you’re not missing other 
important up-to-date information. 

Phishing Scams   
Village of Minooka wants community members to be aware of a text and email 
messaging scam pretending to be part of contact tracing.
Contact tracing is used as a process of identifying people who have come in 
contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, instructing them to 
quarantine and monitor their symptoms daily. 
These phishing messages when opened will download malicious malware and 
steal personal information that’s on your phone or computer. 
If you see a text or email messaging indicating you have been exposed, please 
contact your county health department first. 

VILLAGE ORDINANCE REMINDERS
Fireworks
Do not take it upon yourself to celebrate the 4th of July at your residence with fireworks. With firework events being 
cancelled or on hold, it is still a violation of Title 8 Chapter 2 Section 7 of the Village of Minooka ordinance. Fireworks are 
considered a nuisance and it shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to knowingly possess, offer for sale, sell at retail 

or use or explode any fireworks; provided, 
however, that the president and village board may issue a 
permit for pyrotechnical and consumer displays.

Burning of Waste Materials 7-1-4

It shall be unlawful for any person to burn material, including, but not limited to Landscape waste and municipal waste: 

 LANDSCAPE WASTE: All accumulations of grass or shrubbery, leaves and all other materials accumulated in the care of  
 lawns, shrubbery and vines.

 MUNICIPAL WASTE: Garbage, general household and commercial waste, industrial lunchroom or office waste, landscape  
 waste and construction or demolition debris. 

Permitted burning is the burning of fuels for legitimate campfire, recreational and cooking purposes, or in domestic fireplaces, in areas which 
such burning is consistent with other laws, provided that no garbage shall be burned in such cases.

PROGRAMS
Safe Passage

If you know of a loved one who is struggling with opioid 
addiction or other drugs please contact the Minooka Police 
Department and we can assist in providing assistance to 
them to seek appropriate treatment through the Family 
Guidance Center. 



THE VILLAGE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
You Can Engage In Church Anywhere!
Our Online Campus is a way for you to experience church anywhere. 
It’s an easy way to check out church in the comfort of your own home 
– no pressure. Live far away? No problem. Unable to physically be at 
the church building in Minooka, Illinois? No problem. You can connect 
and be part of the The Village from anywhere. Church isn’t a building 
– it’s a community of believers.

The Village Live is a community of people all over the world 
experiencing God and connecting with each other through worship 
and online chat. At 9:20 and at 10:50 Central Standard Time each 
Sunday we livestream the service. People will be available to chat 
and pray with those logged in. The Village Live provides a real, 
compassionate, interactive and supportive group for those who have 
entered our virtual campus.

To start, there will be a pre-service chat with our Online Campus Host. 
Then service will start with incredible worship, an inspiring message 
taught from the Bible, and a time for you to participate in communion 
and generosity. Both the online community and the on-campus 
community engage with the same teaching and are able to connect 
through the message.

There are 3 ways to watch online:
 https://live.thevillagechristianchurch.com
 https://www.facebook.com/thevillagechristianchurch
 https://www.youtube.com/user/thevccMinooka

We look forward to “seeing you” online!
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LOCAL CHURCHES
NEWS FROM

MINOOKA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 • Regular Worship
 Join us live (no in-person services) on our Minooka United 
Methodist Church Facebook page or website for devotion on 
Tuesday, Thursday, & Saturday at 5 pm and worship on  
Sunday at 9 am. 

Once churches are permitted to hold in-person worship our services 
will be held on Saturday at 5:00 pm and Sunday at 9:00 and 11:00 
am.  (We will have safety and health precautions in place in keeping 
with local and government guidelines.)
*All attendees will be asked to wear a mask.

SERMONS
June: The Book of Acts
July 5th – August 2nd: All-Church VBS
August 16th – September 6th: Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood
September 20th – October 26th: Grace 101

ALL-CHURCH ONLINE VBS 2020
Join us on our Facebook page for our All-Church online VBS 
beginning Sunday, July 5th. This program will run for 5 consecutive 
Sundays during the 9 am worship service. The theme is “To Mars & 
Beyond – Explore Where God’s Power Can Take You”. Below are the 
weekly lessons. 
July 5th – “Daniel Trusts God in the Lions’ Den” (Daniel Ch. 6)
July 12th – “Queen Esther Takes a Stand” (Esther Ch.4-9)
July 19th – “The Good Samaritan Helps a Fellow Traveler” 
 (Luke 10:25-37)
July 26th -  “Jesus Heals 10 Lepers” (Luke 17:11-19)
August 2nd – “Jesus Comforts Friends on the way to Emmaus” 
 (Luke 24:13-35)

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
We will recognize our Confirmation Class of 2019-20 on 
August 9th at 11:00 am. 

RALLY SUNDAY 
Online Sunday School begins September 13th. 

ALL SAINTS SERVICE 
November 1st  - This is a special service for those who have 
lost a loved one during the year

For more details and information visit our website, 
www.minookaumc.com
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Village of Minooka

May 15, 2020 

ROAD CONSTRUCTION NOTICE 

As you may be aware, road construction work has begun on Ridge Road between 
East McEvilly Road and West Mondamin Street. The work beginning next week, 
May 18th, is expected to increase traffic delays. 

This project, which consists of pavement widening, viaduct expansion, storm sewer, 
multi-use path, sidewalk, and curb and gutter will be completed in several stages.  
Project completion is anticipated for Fall 2021. 

Motorists can expect delays and should allow extra time for trips through this area.  
Drivers are urged to pay close attention to traffic control devices in the work zones, 
obey the posted speed limits, and be on the alert for workers, equipment, and 
changing traffic control patterns. 

For questions regarding project details please contact: 

Email: ridgeroad@hutchisoneng.com 

Phone:  (815) 828-5862 

We appreciate the residents’ patience during the construction activities and apologize 
for any inconvenience. 

Village of Minooka Grundy County Village of Minooka 
Ryan Anderson Eric Gibson Dan Duffy 

Superintendent of Public Works County Engineer Village Administrator 
(815) 467-8868 ext. 2303 (815) 467-2151
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PUBLIC WORKS
Are you interested having a tree or trees planted 
on your private property? Please call or email 
the Public Works Department at 815-467-8868 

ext. 3180 or publicworks@minooka.com if 
you are interested. We are considering adding 
a requirement for future bidders to honor the 
contract price for a specified number of trees 
to be installed on private property during the 

Village’s tree planting program. The transaction 
would be between the homeowner and the 

contractor at a price determined by the 
Village’s contract amount. 

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS - It is unlawful to remove, 
plant or transplant any tree on public property (this 
includes the parkway between the street and sidewalk) 
without obtaining a permit from the Village.
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This newsletter is being delivered to you as a postal patron of zip code 60447. Although 
much of the information included in this publication may be of interest, some of it directly 
affects only those who live inside the corporate limits of the Village of Minooka.

This newsletter is printed on 
recycled paper using soybean ink.

121 E. McEVILLY ROAD
MINOOKA, ILLINOIS 60447
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The Village of Minooka encourages all residents 
to visit and participate in the Village Board 
and Committee meetings. Regular meetings 
of the Village Board are held the 4th Tuesday 
of each month. They are scheduled to begin at 
6:30 p.m. at the Village Hall. Committee of the 
Whole meetings also take place at the Village 
Hall on the Wednesday before the Village Board 
Meeting. To verify a meeting date, please call the 
Village Hall at (815) 467-2151.

VILLAGE
INFORMATION

Village President
 Patrick J. Brennan (815) 467-6806

Village Trustees 
 Ric Offerman (815) 258-5270
 Terry Houchens (815) 467-4605  
 Chad Hrechko (815) 482-3823
 Dennis Martin (815) 693-6596
  Dick Parrish (815) 531-5337
  Barry Thompson (815) 353-9188

Village Administrator
 Dan Duffy (815) 467-2151

Speak Out !
Communicate with Minooka elected officials and administrators. 
Your advice, suggestions, questions and opinions are  
appreciated and will receive a response. Please complete this 
form, detach, and return to: Village Administrator, Village of 
Minooka, 121 E. McEvilly, Minooka, IL 60447.

Name:  ________________________________________________  

Phone: ________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________

Comment:  _____________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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