
Minutes Minooka Board of Trustees 
Committee of the Whole 

Wednesday, February 19, 2020 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Pat Brennan at 6:30pm followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Trustees present: Ric Offerman, Terry Houchens, Chad Hrechko, Dick Parrish, Dennis Martin 
and Barry Thompson. Also present: Dan Duffy-Village Administrator, John Harrington-Village Finance 

Director, Ryan Anderson-Village Public Works Superintendent, Michael Santschi - Village Attorney, Paul 
Pearson-Village Engineer and Justin Meyer-Village Police Chief. 

 
Economic Development & Public Relations-Nuclear Support Resolution (moved up from Agenda 
4B)-Christina Van Yperen from the Grundy County Chamber briefed that the nuclear plant possible 
closure is a regional impact.  The presentation showed that 800 jobs are directly employed under 
Dresden station. 465 are hired locally. For every 100 jobs another 107 jobs are employed in other 
industries. Dresden represents 6.7% of Grundy County’s labors force in total. If they were to lose that it 
would triple the unemployment rate. Mrs. Van Yperen’s presentation provided information on the 
property tax impact as well as the value that is added with Dresden station. She wrapped up her 
representation asking the board to support this resolution. 
 
Ordinance and Building Department- Village Raffle Ordinance update (moved up from Agenda 7B)-
Dan Duffy briefed that our Village Attorney Michael Santschi has been working on this Ordinance. Right 
now, the Village only has one fee for a raffle. They are looking to put it into tiers/levels. Mr. Santschi 
stated the statute requires that the Not for Profit itself receive the permit. That the not for profit can 
contract with a local facility to use their location and run it but the not for profit needs to receive the 
Raffle Permit. The ordinance will need to be updated to meet the state law. Mr. Santschi is going to gather 
information to give examples of raffles and what is/what is not allowed. This Ordinance will be up for the 
Board approval in March. 
 
Public Form- President Brennan opened the form at 7:07 p.m. 
 
Matt Matesevac from Grainger expressed that he would like Grainger to expand their involvement with 
the community. He extended an invitation to the board to tour the facility to see the updates and to meet 
with our senior leaders. They would like to get involved with the Parades and have a Grainger float.  
 
President Brennan closed the Public Form at 7:15 p.m. 
 
Finance Items 
 
Finance Report-Village Treasurer John Harrington briefed that building permits are above budget. Mr. 
Harrington stated there was an issue with a location with our sales tax company. They moved and the 
Department of Revenue felt that they were a Grundy entity and not a Minooka entity. It took around 3 
months to hash out.   
 



Bills and Transfers- Mr. Harrington briefed that there is nothing out of the ordinary. Grainger invoices 
are paid off. For accounts payable, they will have a clean listing for Tuesday’s board meeting.  Trustee 
Martin asked if there were any questions. There were none. 
 
Budget Meeting Dates-Trustee Martin advised the first Budget meeting will be held on Thursday, 
February 27, 2020 at 11:00am and is open to the public.  
 
Local 150 Contract-moved to Executive Session 
 
Speedway Projection Discussion-Mr. Duffy briefed that it was decided that Speedway would be 
required to put in the 12 inch sewer. They would pay for it. They were notified last Friday that once the 
Village obtains the easements, that they would have 6 months to put the utilities in. There was no sales 
tax rebate talked about or implied. It would be Speedway’s responsibility to put the sewer line in on Holt 
road.  Trustee Martin mentioned that Speedway to pay for 50% of that. Mr. Duffy said no there was no 
rebate discussed last night. Trustee Martin advised it would be more reasonable to split the costs and 
give them a rebate. After a long discussion, President Brennan closed the discussion saying they will 
present Speedway with Trustee Martins proposal.  
 
Public Works Items 
Superintendent Report– Trustee Thompson asked if there were any questions on the report. There 
were none. Public Works Superintendent Ryan Anderson said that Salt costs went up 60% this year, $100 
a ton.  The event last Thursday cost $17,000. 750 tons of salt was ordered.  
 
Engineers Report- Trustee Thompson asked if there were any questions on the report. There were none.  
 
Mondamin Lift Station Wet Well Rehabilitation- Trustee Thompson said the committee would like to 
move forward with recommending Structural Solutions $14,560. That will be on agenda for Tuesday 
night’s board meeting.  
 
Indian Ridge retaining wall maintenance covenant-Trustee Thompson briefed that a wall was put up 
on Indian Ridge to help with the flooding. The Village will be responsible to maintain those.  
 
Pay request #1 for dewatering equipment WWTP-Trustee Thompson briefed that materials were 
ordered by the contractor. The pay request is for $118,000. 
 
Economic Development and Public Relations-  
 
EDC Report-Trustee Offerman gave an overview on the EDC Report. Dominos is progressing nicely and 
should be opening soon once the fence is put up. 
 
Parks and Recreation Items- 
 
Parks/Events Schedule- Nothing to discuss 
 
Aux Sable Springs Update- Trustee Houchens said that they are going to lose one ball diamond due to it 
being a wetland. It takes us down to 3 ball diamonds.  



EP Doyle Contract for Aux Sable Springs- Mr. Duffy said Village Attorney saw some minor issues that 
he is working on to send back to him. It will be on the Village Board Agenda for approval.  
 
Meyers Bee Hive Request-Trustee Houchens briefed Dave Meyers wants to know if the board would 
allow him beehives in the park. They just have to work out some safety aspects. The discussion will be at 
later time on the positives or negatives.  
 
Park Budget Memo- Trustee Houchens briefed on if they want to pave the second parking lot. The price 
is $84,700 to get that done. It is a decision that they will need to make at some point. We want to get a 
firm price on the ball diamonds. He said they were around $125,000 a field.   
 
Public Safety Items- 
Police Chief’s Report- Trustee Parrish asked if there were any questions. There were none. Chief Meyer 
briefed on the fire that occurred that claimed the lives of 2 people. Employee assistance and resources 
were offered. They are working with the fire marshall to find out the cause of the fire.  
 
Ordinance and Building Department Items- Trustee Hrechko asked if there were any questions on the 
Building Officer Report. There were none. 
 
ComEd Front Yard Easement Requirement Changes- Ryan Anderson advised this would be an 
Ordinance change – a recommendation to require them to still be in the backyard. This will be for 
Tuesday night’s agenda for approval.  
 
Village President and Staff Items- 
 
Class E Liquor License for St. Mary’s Church-will be on Tuesday night’s agenda for approval. 
 
ComEd Open Space Lease- Mr. Duffy said they received notification that their lease for OPUS space is up 
and renewal is needed. Paperwork is being updated.  
 
Forestry Commission Appointments- Ryan Anderson briefed that they have 3 residents that have 
volunteered and are still in need of 2 Village board members. Trustee Thompson and Houchens agreed to 
be on it. They also have an arborist who volunteered.  
 
2020 Zoning Map- Mr. Duffy briefed that the map was updated and the Board was presented it to view 
it.  
 
Miscellaneous 
Mr. Duffy briefed about the Arctic grant that they are applying for the extra trails on Phase 2. It is around 
$415,000. The grant application is done.  
 
Mr. Duffy advised he has been contacted by individuals looking for recreational cannabis centers. Duffy 
said he has spoked to Mike Flemming in regards to this and wanted the committee to be aware of the 
interest.  



 
If they were to amend the ordinance, it would be to allow recreational cultivation, not the sales...etc. This 
is just a discussion at this time.  
 
Executive Session- President Brennan announced there was a need for an executive session for the 
discussion of Local 150 Contract. 

Trustee Thompson moved, Trustee Parrish seconded the motion to go into executive session at 
8:34 p.m. 
  Ayes: Parrish, Martin, Houchens, Thompson, Offerman 
  Nays: Hrechko 
Motion carried.  
 
Return to regular session at 8:37pm 
  Ayes: Parrish, Martin, Houchens, Thompson, Offerman 
  Absent: Hreckho 
 
Moved to adjourn, all in favor. Meeting adjourned at 8:40pm. 
 
 
 
 


